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N REPLY REFER TO: WESEV 31 October 1978

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Technical Report D-78-55

TO: All Report Recipients

1. The technical report transmitted herewith represents the results of

one of several research efforts (work units) undertaken as part of Task 5D,
Disposal Area Land Use Concepts, of the Corps of Engineers' Dredged Material
Research Program (DMRP). The objective of Task 5D, part of the Productive
Uses Project (PUP), was to obtain information to facilitate planning and
implementation of concepts for the ultimate productive use of dredged mate-
rial containment areas.

2. Because of constraints on the open-water disposal of dredged material,
the Corps of Engineers has had to resort more and more to land disposal.
Land for disposal activities is becoming scarce and the problem becomes more
acute with the need for selecting each new disposal area. Attention, there-
fore, can be profitably and justifiably directed toward identifying disposal
concepts that enhance rather than degrade available land.

3. Some DMRP work units under other tasks were designed to develop improved
disposal facility operation and management procedures as well as develop
techniques for the reclamation of potentially valuable materials. Both
objectives would increase disposal area life expectancy as well as enhance
aesthetic and environmental characteristics. However, all sites will
eventually be filled and the total picture would be incomplete without
considering the concepts for the productive uses of the created land. To
this end, most of the problems associated with the land use of dredged mate-
rial containment areas relate to a planning rather than an engineering
function. This particular research effort was one of five work units de-
signed to assess the economic, technical, environmental, institutional,
legal, and social incentives and constraints for the development of a
rational basis for site selection, the ultimate land use, and the manage-
ment of the created land. The primary purpose of this study was to

identify and evaluate the legal framework within which the Corps of Engi-
neers must work to implement productive land use concepts on dredged mate-
rial containment sites.

4, A survey approach was used in which Federal, state, and local laws,
regulations, and ordinances that could significantly impact proposed uses
of dredged material containment areas were assembled for analysis. This
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survey included all Federal legislation, legislation from 16 states,
and ordinances and regulations from selected cities and counties
within the 16 states. The study was designed to assess not only the
present status but also the future legislation trends that might be
expected to affect the land use of dredged material containment areas.

5. This report presents a summary of existing land use legislation
impacting land areas. With regard to the contents of the report, a
general caution is urged for planners and engineers engaged in pro-
ductive use planning for dredged material containment areas that have
been filled to capacity. This caution applies primarily to the portion
of the report that addresses Federal legislation. The descriptions of
most items of Federal legislation will be found to be excessively
detailed by some readers and it is felt they do not adequately establish
identifiable connections between each legislative citation and the con-
cept of disposal-productive uses. The discussions of institutional
arrangements and trends in the law are also considered to lack specific
connection with the disposal-productive uses concept. The reader is
urged to augment his reading with Technical Report DS-78-20, the
synthesis of research accomplished under Task 5D: Disposal Area Land
Use Concepts, which develops and elaborates on the connection between

a select number of significant pieces of legislation and disposal-
productive uses.

JOHN L. CANNON
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
Commander and Director
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The reader is urged to augment his reading with Technical Report
DS-78-20, the synthesis of research accomplished under Task 5D:

Disposal Area Land Use Concepts, which draws a strong connection
between a select number of significant pieces of legislation and

disposal-productice uses.
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